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With its vast sea grass beds, the Banc d’Arguin is
estimated to host more than 100,000 green turtles
(adults and juveniles), mainly from Guinea-Bissau,

A marine icon of West Africa Blb oy i
Green turtles are a key element of West Africa’s biodiversity and contribute ONLES
to the conservation and health of ecosystems.
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A treasure of biodiversity
connecting the different
countries of the sub-region

In West Africa, large wild animals have almost disappeared,

but at least one species is still abundant: the green turtle!

I This is a migratory species. The hatchlings leave their nests
| g sart-Lus on the beaches, enter the sea and soon disappear from sight,
moving to the open ocean. After 3 to 5 years, they approach the
coast and settle in areas rich in food. As adults (20-30 years old)

the turtles return to the beaches where they were born to breed.

SENEGAL |
Joal-Fadiouth

The Marine Protected Area of Joal-Fadiouth
is an important feeding ground for male and
female green turtles that breed in the Bijagds
archipelago.

| @ Joal-Fadiouth ’
. , Saloum Delta
Swd\ % In the heart of the delta, in the Saloum Delta
| . National Park, there is an exceptional feeding

area for green turtles, with thousands of
turtles coming from the Bijagus.

Bijagas Archipelago

[ I Green turtles nest everywhere, but the highest

\ ™ |- concentration is on Poilao Island (Jodo Vieira and

1 Poilio island (Bijagds Archipelago, Guinea-Bissau) \ Poilao Marine National Park), where up to 10,000
i NN\ AR females may come ashore to nest in some years.
N IR\ In the Bijagos, there are also important feeding

| AN . areas for juveniles and adults.
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Genetic studies have further shown that juvenile green %!WMdZUtU(! TﬂﬁZUdZt? the RAMPAQ Al [‘ |

turtles from the Bijagos can also grow in places not used gt Ui aLey WO SRR O i oy
to the growth of this population of green turtles. ._ M

by adults, such as South America and the islands of
Caho Verde. On the other hand, some juvenile green
turtles born in the American continent are present in

the Banc d’Arguin and in the Bijagos.

Poilao hosts the largest green turtle rookery in Africa,
and the second largest in the Atlantic.
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